

Why did the Normans build so many castles ?
BIG IDEAS

[image: ]VOCABULARY
baron- high ranking nobles ruled large areas of land called fiefs. They reported directly to the king and were very powerful.
peasant – a person of low social status who works on the land ( farmers)
fief – land given out by the monarch
vassal- the person getting the land
motte
bailey
keep


 








[image: ]What happens when there is no heir and 3 people all want the job ?

Diagram to show how the feudal system worked.

[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]The Bayeux Tapestry is a 70 metre long embroidered cloth which tells the story of the events leading up to the Battle of Hastings in 1066, and the battle itself.
The Doomsday Book -a record to tell William how much property and land was owned by people of England to allow him to tax them more.
heir- a person who has a legal claim to property, a title , the throne
conquest- to take control by force
defence- to protect or guard
elite- people of the highest class


 

What happened in the Battle of Hastings?
The bloody battle took place on the 14 October 1066. It was fought between William of Normandy and King Harold – the King of England – and it was the English throne that was at stake. The Normans were victorious, beating the Anglo-Saxons (the English to you and me). William of Normandy was crowned king on Christmas day. He was William I, also known as William the Conqueror
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Edward the Confessor was king of England between 1042-1066. Edward married but had no children. For a king to die without an heir was a disas-
ter. A strong ruler, preferably with experience, good at fighting and leading armies and related to the king was required. Here are the candidates:

Harold Godwinson

William of Normandy

Harald Hardrada

Anglo-Saxon Earl of Wessex, one of
the most powerful men in England
Harold's sister was married to King
Edward. Harold was a brave and re-
spected solder with a tough streak.
The Witan, wanted Harold to be the
next king. Edward promised the
throne to William on his deathbed.

Norman Duke of Normandy, France.
William came from a fighting family. He
was a brave solider. Edward's cousin.
Edward had lived in Normandy from
1016-1042. Edward had supposedly
promised that William should become
King of England. Harold had promised
to support William.

Viking King of Norway Vikings had
ruled Britain before Most feared warri-
or in Europe — Hardrada means ‘hard
ruler’ and his nickname was ‘the Ruth-
less’. Harald was supported by Tostig,
Harold Godwinson's brother who want-
ed revenge.
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Castles: The Normans built castles as bases
for offensive patrols into the surrounding area
Nor-man castles were large, imposing buildings
that were built to intimidate, bully and
administrate the local area. They commanded
the landscape in every direction. The location
was incredibly important. They had to be high
enough to see attackers coming, defend
important routes such as the old Roman roads or
tiver crossings, have easy access to resources
such as wood, food and water, and also have
natural advantages for defence. Castles were
often located near a bend in the river or on the
coast as the water could provide a natural moat.
The first castles were wooden and called motte
& bailey. Later, they were built out of stone, with

higher walls & tow-ers,




